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to accept the coveted town of Niksic from its in-
habitants for fear of complications with Turkey, the
strictness with which he raised the taxes and the
sanguinary suppression of another revolt of the
Koutchi tribe, had made him very unpopular. During
his absence in Paris, his brother Mirko had found
that a plot had been concocted by George Petrovic
and other leading men against him, and the flight of
the principal conspirator did not diminish the dis-
content. The news of this intended surrender to the
Sultan was the last straw. Two of his subjects were
shot on the charge of attempting his life, The
Emperors of Austria and Russia again turned a deaf
ear to his requests, and the Turks showed no sign of
favour towards him. On the contrary, early in 1858
a Turkish army of seven thousand men under Hussein
Pasha appeared on his northern frontier. The French
Emperor, who had recently proved his friendly
interest by admitting a number of young Montene-
grins as pupils to the seminary of Louis-le-Grand,
alone took the side of this hard-pressed state.
Napoleon III. pledged himself to guarantee the in-
dependence of a country which had so boldly with-
stood the soldiers of his uncle, and a French squadron
was sent to Ragusa to watch events.

But it was by their own right hands that the
warriors vindicated their threatened liberty. Their
army was commanded by Mirko, the Prince's brother,
and the most celebrated commander whom even that
land of heroes has produced. His exploits gained
him the name of the " Sword of Montenegro," and
his songs have won him a high place among Balkan